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18 ſome reſpectable writers ſeem 
to have gone a little out of 
their way, in order to give 
ny the better regulation and 
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leaſt return that can be made them, 
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Or of our univerſities; the 
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6 | Obfreatin on the lin State 


is to acknowledge thin their? pd 


intention, and teſtify our approba- 


tion of all ſuch e of publick 
ſpirit ; tho' at the ſame time we have 
h to lament, that neither the 


publick, nor theſe learned bodies, a 


like to receive much benefit by dein 
aſſiſtance. To form a proſpe& of 
ſucceſs from any 48 t toward recti- 


fying a difordered con itution, one is 
apt to preſume upon ſome general 
acquaintance with the animal con 
" in thoſe who are practifing upon 
t, (General State of Education, p. 3.) 
| * s well as a competent ſhare of knows" 
ledge both of the nature, and the 
cauſe of thoſe particular diſorders 
they propoſe to cure. But if thus 
much is expected in the preſent eaſe, 
I doubt we ſhall be diſappointed. The 
learned Doctor in particular, Whoſe 
performance more immediately oc: 
Noned theſe obſervations, touch d with 

| a tender commilerationof the c we 
able 


1 *. 
» 


Pl 


a, poſed to Cavil about words, 
not wh here to wg Jae how erg can 


W ee nn r 
0 TIO the Enghſb Univerſities. - 


"ok abe with lies bt the botrem 


of our conſtitution (p. 5.) has very 


u undertaken, ae he deems: 
à moſt difficult taſk, to ſearch out and 


apply proper remedies: and ſince the 
chief complaint lies againſt thoſe places 


that are legully affigned for the phy fi 


tians 4 (ibid.) he freely points 
cout their deſects; and offers his opinion 
to the legiſlature, about ways and 
means of providing ſome relief in that 


pet. As I am far from being dif- 
1 ſhall | 


A 


=" In nope nor is to be nende! 


iſe than by new modelling: I 


proceed then with him to the diſco- 


very of that groſs monkiſh % wt a6 


in which our two univerſities were 


originally founded (p. 5.) that acer 


1 ruft ſpread over the inflitutions of 


both ancient and modern times (p. 169 
SOT 10 whi ch 


—— 


; which has clogg d every wheel, of . 
would find work enough for 10 eſs. 


than fifty able pro feſſors. in each of 
of them, (ibid. ) to rub it off, and re- 


x 
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4 

1 

| 
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8  Obfervations on the. 


N 


pre dee State 


ence, (p. 34.) and which he apprehends 


fine them to a tolerable degree of 


purity and perfection. 1 He therefore 


my 


ſeems. to deſpair of accelerating am 


of their motions, or imparting a freſh 
vigour to them by any.new ſupplies « 
f ſtrength: and preſcribes only altera- 
tives. He is not for adding to their 


funds, or enlarging the fountains of 


ſcience (which he thinks are already ſu- 


perabundant). ; but rather wiſhes. to 
change their deſtination, and finds no- 


thing ſo much wanted, as a power: to give 


Toe waters a new d 7 and divert 


them into di Were channels, (p- 9), 


But it is not my Pag 5 1 — 9 
low this ingenious author thro all 


his plan of operation; nor ſhould 1 


*. Ne 


probably have been tempted 1 to tran” 
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any part of i it, even tho' he had 
not expreſſſy entered his caveat againſt 
raking g any ſuch liberties with it, and 
in ſo 0 very ſolemn a manner ts red 
l the 5 rote&dion of ; government to. ſecure 
ors property therein*. '. Inſtead then of 
_ Examining. minute into the many 
propoſals relative to the univerſities, 1 
ſhall Father confine myſelf to the more 
"up le part 0 ſbewing how ſmall 
 oecalion there is for moſt of them; by 
giving a brief, ut air and true fate 


of the fact as 122 now ſtands there, 


7 
and as, I tru , It will appear to every 


impartial and more accurate obſerver. 
And ſince this writer's avourite ſcheme, 


3 1 | makes the . figure in 
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* Woo the author's' ApDMoniTION ; where 
ks farther 'bopes, that nb perſon will preſume 
to Print any part or extract of : this letter, or of 
" 2  Jellowomg' 4workys in our own, | or any 
Ws 0 REIGN langua Tj without the author con- 
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repeated project of. multip 1 ying . 


te ors, notwithſtanding Ae 125 oon 


: appear, even on his own ſuppo ſition, 


that they. can prove of uſe no bther- 


wile, than by cealing to be ſuch: 
far beſtow a few. Walen on the ; 


ate of our univerſities i in that view, 


„„ 


No ow tho this a e 0 V 


5 
4 


univerſities; yet it is 5 the 


leſs neceſſary i in ours, b y that. moſt | 
excellent proviſion of allege tutors; 


Where, by a courſe of inſtruction 4 


the catechetical way, with conſtant. 


994 20 


examinations, every part and degree 


of ſcience is in the beſt manner a: 
acities off 


dapted to the ſeveral ca 
ſtudents, and their reſpective progr 


de 


by ers may be the chief, or 97 me- 
thod of education in tt}. foreign 


in it mot effectually diſcovered : where 
the ſame ſubject may be ſet in diffe- 


„„ rent 


. require: Where the firſt open- 
ings of the human mind are cloſely 
BENS attended to, and the firſt elements or 
ſeeds of knowledge inſtilled Into it, 


and afterwards, drawn out again 1 


0 developed: Where youth are gently 


formed, and their attentions fixed, 

| and both gradually introduced into 
„ more complex relations and ab- 
9 connections of things: : Where 
F they are taught; more eſpecially to 
think for themſelyes, and .guarded a- 
FLY  gainſt ſophiſtry, and prejudice, and 
cuyery ſource of impoſition; and at 
3 length become duly qualified to rea- 
ion juſtly, and reflect with ſobriety 


on all ſuch points as lie within their 
ſphere, and may prove of the moſt 


i#: > 
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5 "Importance to them. 
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rent lights ; ; and either varied, or re- 
ted, or enlarged on as occaſion 


1 led from ſounds to ſenſe; their notions 
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Thie i is 1 Pan excellente *e To > 
theſe more private inſtitutes ; by which 
we have really all the benefits Ka 


domeſtick education, without its in- 


by fu perſeded ſeveral proſeſſorlhips. 


For it ſhould be obſerved, that this is 
by no means true of then all; fince 
thoſe of the roy al Gude W 
| Divinity, Civil F and Ph which, = 
are very notoriouſly 22 the ſame uſe 


now as ever; they who at this day 


worthily fill thoſe chairs, preſiding i in 


the publick exerciſes 5 eir ſeveral 


faculties with no leſs credit to them- 
ſelves, and benefit to others, than was 


done pM the © gently of hier prede- ; 
: ceſſors * In ſome other parts bt: -- 


11 learn- 
on & 3 hots F. * E i 


's The 4 is 0 to his d al A 
approbation of theſe #xerciſes (tho it muſt be 
. and here "Ws that the POR appears 


in 


conveniencies, and which has there- | 


1 en * of the world.” 


"5p the Bug iſh Univer fties. | 


; " wg indeed, a ſet lecture read w 


the profeſſor, is not found to be quite 
ſo expedicnt; ſince a whole ſyſtem of 
that ſort, were it never ſo deſireable, ö 


is to be met with now-a-days in a va- 


riety of books well known, or which 
| may e 


eaſily pointed out and peruſed 
at leiſure to much more ſatisfaction, 


15 together with all the requiſite ſubſidi- 
ary helps; and by that means a more 


diſtin& idea of them formed, and a 
more 7 knowledge gained | in pri- 


; 5 
I % 
3 ” o 
4 ** 8 7 ; q 4 N 
* 1 — RTTTT : * * * Sr * * 
* 5 
* 


8 


in proper 4 nity) as the moſt exceptionable 
=: 2 « dg) 6 th (p. 12.) hre their 
dangerous tendency to make people di/puta- 
cious ; but he might ſoon get eas'd of that ap- 
prehenſion, by being preſent at a few of them; 


and would perhaps find it hard to prove, that 
| theſe tend naturally toward rar/ing debates in 
common life, (ib.) and makin g every /cholar a 
_ 2_ pedant, (ib.) or to ſhew how they muſt 


in a more particular manner a/qualify inch 
from being good and uſeful dromes in j Wy 10 


vate N 


1 


vate and deliberate reviews, than could "PS 


be derived from any one curſory re- 


petition to a promiſcuous audience. 
Nor conſequently, would ſuch formal 
lectures now be ſo well reliſhed and 


reſorted to (if reſorted to at all, above 


once or twice for the novelty) : as they | 
have been in times paſt, when all other | 
helps were wanting: unleſs where the . | 

profeſſor exerciſes the tu torial office | 
abovementioned, in giving what is 


called a more private courſe of lectures 


to a ſelect number of pupils, (a com- 
mon caſe, which ſeems to have miſled 
this author, p. 14.) in which capacit7 


{ſome of the late mathematical and law 


_ profeſſors in Cambridge were, as he 
T ee. very much diſtinguiſhed. 3 8 
And this any other profeſſor is in like 
manner at liberty to undertake of him- 
ſelf, and thereby in effect thus far to 
commence a tutor, as many others 
have done, and do daily. But one 
muſt be very little acquainted 4 £2 
2 8 , Ho. 
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late projectors. Such is the natural 


* modeſty, ſuch the peculiar delicacy 
of learned men, who have ſpent 
much time and pains in their profeſ- 
ſion, and are fully appriſed of all the 
difficulties which attend it; that it 
muſt be no eaſy matter to engage 
theſe to interrogate and over- 
rule the reſt, Who are properly on an 
equal footing with them, and all in- 
dependent on each other. Were this 
thought ever ſo pertinent and practi- 
cable, the one party muſt be endowed 
with an uncommon ſhare of courage, 
© well as Trill and penetration, 1 
wier it; the other with no leſs a 
| degree 


| 1 "or | . 
Engliſh Univerſities. 15 


' uk "OED nature of mankind, or the 
genius of thoſe places in particular, | 
who i imagines that ſuch can with the 
ſame eaſe and advantage interfere in 
3 6: management of another perſon 8 
pupils, or unite theſe two different 
bffices together in the manner that 
has been propoſed by ſore of our 
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nation, to 
thus controlled N 


pL: y to give 
LL ee any 7 eons? nor are 


= Wh 


5 pethaps more converſant in any of | 
© ſe ſubjects than We 1 5 
Wberever any thing of 4 5 

5 | _ 4 |þ 
if to 4 
1 viour in it, we have xe: > believe 
= that all due attention is given to it bß 
\lF Of thoſe, with. whom, according to th 1 
| | . preſent conſtitution. of the place. foch |. 
1 powers are intruſted; ſo t 181% 
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reſpect there ſeems to be Vice 
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time, fince the reformation, there ne- 


ver wii more able tutors, nor more 
properly and worthily employed, than 
at preſent. Never, 1 believe, were 
more pains taken in the diligent 3 in- 
ſtruction of the youth committed to 
them; never was a larger portion of true 


uſeful- ſcience taught, nor in ſo good 


a method; many not contenting them- 


ſelves with reading and explaining 


1 ſome of the beſt. pt on each ſub- 


plans of their own, of which they 


AY 


have found the benefit by long expe- 


| rience; . where not only t 


chief 


heads of « every ſcience are duly ranged 


in order, and included under general 
propoſitions; ; but the particulars alſo 


comprehended. under them (many of 
which may, have been more ' amply 
— Aliſeuſſed & y others, than they have 
oom for), 55 ane 
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5 ew my are - requiſite, that a ſuitable 


has 


more at large, and the ſtudy of them 
carried on ſtill more completely in pri- 
vate. This has been evidently the 
caſe of late ini moſt, if not all the 
chief branches of pl ilofophy, both 4. 


tral and moral, and the ſuccels has 


anſwered in proportion. "Ang 4 


theſe; I 


many inſtruments and expe- 


apparatus might ſeem above tlie pur 
of moſt private fellows of colleges, 
there muſt be very conſiderable diff 
culties; yet are theſe in a good mea⸗ 
ſure conquered, and a great advance 
cen” made in it; in truth much 
greater, than could well be expected a 
from the ſmall pittance commonly al- 
wed to > tutors; | which here, quite 
ntrary to t he uſual practice in moſt 


8 


. : other 


= the Beis — 19 


| A parts or profeſſions of the king- 
dom, is pretty ſtrictly confined to the 


ancient ſtipends; a thele, alas] muſt 


needs be a lender recompence for all 
the time and labour ſpent, and the 
tedious confinement undergone in an 
ungracious office, by which they are 
often debarred — all other oppor- 
ttununities of bettering their condition; 
beſide the frequent hazards they run of 


pairing it, by the backwardneſs of 
others in diſcharging thoſe bills, which 
for the ſole benefit of the pupils, and 


1 of their parents, they have conſented 


to take upon themſelves. Nor would 


the ſtate of particular colleges be im- 
has any more than the circum» = 


ances of ſuch perſons themſelves, if 


at the end of ten years painful ſervice, 


they were obliged to turn out, as this 


aulbar has propoſed, Ba . 5 e 


This article of tuition is, = as a 9 
5 0 5 author 
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author obſerved long ago, a hard caſe; 
and the continued diſregard of it Hor | 
a little diſcouraging. The price in- 
« deed, which is thought a fufficient 
4. reward, for any advantages A youth 
ac can receive from a man of learning, . 
« js an abominable conſideration; the 
ds . enlargitnge' which would not only in- 
e creaſe the care of tutors, but would 
© be a very great encouragement, to 
90 *© ſuch as def igned to take this pro- 
4 vince upon them, to furniſſi them- 
4 felves with a more general and ex- 
46 tenſive knowledge. As the caſe 
& now ſtands, thoſe of the firſt qua- 
. lity pay their tutors but little above 
<* half ſo muchas they do their footmen : 
« What morality, what hiſtory, what 
© taſte of the modern languages ; what, 


* laſtly, that can make a man hap- 
te py, or great, may not be expected 


2 10 return for ſuch an immenſe trea- 
; « * fure!' 'Tis monſtrous indeed, that the 


men 


2 men of the beſt eſtates and families 


c are more ſolicitous about the tute- 
“ lage of a favourite dog or horſe, than 


2 of their heirs male. wk . 


Ai s to the cher part of pb ae 


| which this judicious writer mentions 


in the firſt place, norali; (and which our 


author juſtly terms the true founda- 


tion of all mental accompliſhments, p. 


22.) they are here Hewi treated of 
in a way no leſs uſeful, than enter- 
taining. Inſtead of confining this ftu- 


dy to the ancient dry, jejune e abſtras, 


cramp'd in a little compend, or con- 
0 n in ſome NEE: collection 
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N. B. The charge of tuition was rais 1 in ahe 
univerſity of Cambridge, A. D. 1721, to 241. 
per ann. for noblemen, 121. for fellow com- 


moners, 61. for penſioners, and 3l. for izars 5 
ne it has ſtood ever ſince. i 
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road of argu 
ginally, 404 impla ted 
by nature; or. as a; Certain writer ex- 
5 preſſes At, | HEN | WER af 
108 AHI 10 be: taught bow much they. 
» chis dean inc, L. hon AY 7 


of- that ee ff 
ppineſs gr more 
3 ) we 5 5: 
with an hiſtory. of the 
rations, and improvements of the hu- 
man mind, the original, extent, and 
true ground of morality in 
freely and thoroughly, 
laws of nature fairly ſettled and de- 
thence i in their due order; 3 


plan; tion of. the different 
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of caſes, which were hs: folved on 
very wrong principles, or without any 
principle gt all; while the 

_ ence was tuppoſed/ te lie out of the 


by gene State 


whole ſci» 


ment ; to be all fixed ori- 
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erms in vations authors which uſed 
to occakion moſt of the difficulty and 
_ confufion in this intereſting ſubject: 


e e upon 


a rational footing, and each branch of 
it proved with the utmoſt perſpicuity, 
and with 110 lefs eaſe applyed to all 
common cafes and occations. Nei- 
_  theris this part of knowledge ſuch, (to 


i 


ſay the leaſt of it) as a wife man need 
be aſhamed" of 'ptoduting afterwards 

uin ite mot publiek ſcenes of life. 

Por though, comparatively ſpeaking, 
it often happens to be in no great re- 


Pute, probably froth fone of the cauſes. 


abo 5 pet when mixed 


Amd incorporated {as it commonly now 


 Hatiant, it will contain as many curi- 
dus diſquiſitions, and ſuch as become 
— equally necellaty de be well diſcuſſed 
 _ by. perſons of all ranks amongſt us, as 
_ * Perhaps any other branch of ſtudy 
whatſoever, It directs us to the fun- 
M | | damental 
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damental rules, ws; determines . 
ſeveral rights of ſociety. in general, 
diſcovers the juſt grounds of our obe- 
dience to civil government, and pre- 
ſcribes the bounds both of civil and 
bun cog liberty, It not only ac- 
uaints us with the various outward 
forms of government eſtabliſhed thro' 
the world, but lets us into the real cha- 
Tracer and} interior conſtitution of them, 
and ſhews us in particular, what rea- 
ſon we haye to eſteem our own. I maß 
add, that the want of this part 3 
Fe erudition in our nation, ſo 
frequently complained of by foreigners 
(who often ſhew themſelves as Kulible 
of the advantage of an Engliſh educa- 
tion in ſeveral other reſpects, as they 
are deſirous to partake of it;) and 
"which ſome able men amongſt us 
have of late endeavoured to ſupply, 1 5 
makes the thing more worthy our at- 
tention, and recommends it to the 11 
Lare of thoſe S who 100 in. "2" |: 
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* the Pugh ifo U "4 2 4 
truſted wth young perſons of condi- 


tion; and ſeems the laſt thing needful 
to wader theſe our celebrated ſeats of 
literature as univerſally eſteemed and 
frequented, as they well deſerve: an 
endeavour to effect which ſhould in 
"itſelf be ſomewhat more commendable, 
than to depretiate or deprive us of our 
own peculiar excellence, by reducing 
us to the ſtate of dtn ſeminaries; 
where all the real benefit to be reap- 
ed by the generality of our young 


_ gentlemen, bears no proportion (even 


in the judgment of the moſt ſagacious 
foreigners themſelves) to that which is 


Adttainable at home; the reſort to which 
therefore by ſuch numbers of our 
countrymen, would never be ſo great, did 
not that univerſally adored phantom, 
faſhion, lead the way thither, to the no 
ſmall detriment of the publick ; and 
that in more reſpects than one; tho' 
probably the worlt of them are but 
ſeldom heard of by their friends here: 


iy, which lalt article 1 have the happi- 
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4 of our author J . conſent 


with we. p. 758 


Nor are we quit ite un 7 Sat" with 


means and opportunities for þ 
through the rudy of phyfick, as 12 


author objects, p. 5. ſince we had, not 
long ago, a courſe of admirable ledures : 


read here on the Materia Medica, by 


+ oY gentleman, whoſe ſolid learning anc 
ſuperior {kill in his "ogg | the au- 


thor himſelf, I believe, will readily 


| acknowledge ; and ſtill have the fub- 
ordinate ae of anatomy, chemiſtry, 


(the preſent 8 of which hath 


_ alſo greatly iſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
his lectures, which are faid to be ſu- 


perior to every thing of that kind 


read before in England) and botany, 
taught occaſionally by very able ma- 


ſters; and a publick 5% pital about to 


be opened, on the ſame extenſive plan 


with thoſe in London; as alſo fre- 
quent mention made of purchaſing 
ang endowing a phy el garden; to- 

I 2 gether 


' fl uf the Engl U niverfities. oh, 27 | 


Wl. 3 with a general diſpoſition to 
| promotein all reſpects whatever may 
'| be. moſt beneficial to the faculty. 
: So far are we from ſuffering theſe 
(1 - rivers of knowledge to creep on in 
5 the ſame lazy channel, which was mark- 
ed. out for them in the days of gothic 
ignorance and Juperfition, P. 9. 8 


. 11 might yet farther be obſerved, that 
beſide this general knowledge of phi- 
1 loſophy, and cultivation of Lach other 
art, with a competent en- Juiry into 
the grounds of al religion, during the 
four firſt years of our ſtudents in 
the univerfities; at the expiration of 
it, the 8 greateſt care poſſible is taken 
to examine ſtrictly into the pro- 
I greſs they have made, and to diftin- 
J preciſely by an impartial di- 
ftribution of various honours at their 
admiſſion to their firſt degree, on | 
Which their Characters and fortunes. 
here (1 ſpeak. always chiefly with re- 
\ hs OS” gard 


2 8 Obſervations 0 on the preſent State 8 


gard to that univerſity, which I have , | . 
the beſt opportunity of knowing) . 
their whole tate in te do * 
depend. $ 
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We e lbenile, a the Fay 7 | | 
guages ancient and modern, every 1 
branch of claſſical learning, or what is 
called humanity and polite literature, FA 
carrying on all the while in both of | 
them; and the completing. our ed. ||. 
catinn by connecting theſe together, „ 
has been of late encouraged more par- 6 
ticularly in one, by certain premium 
wiſely inſtituted for that purpoſe; which lt 
ever have been found the moſt effectu- 94 
al ſpur to induſtry and emulation, and 16 
which are very happily imitated in | 
ſome colleges. | In the other, almoſt 1 
an entirely new part of Wenden edu- 7 
cation, nor of leſs uſe and ornament 
perhaps than the reſt, has been as hap- | 
pily introduced by an awple \ endow- | 
ment for the ſtudy of the common law 


of 


of rhe E ng 5 U 50 ties. 


of our country; which may in time 5 
ve attended with ts like late LY 


thy to the expences bf 4 an riverſiey 0 
+ education, which have of late been 
heavily complained of, and it is to be 
feared with too much renn; we have 
this to obſerve, that moſt kinds of col- 
lege, or univerſity expence properly” 
ſo called, or the diſburſements that 
immediately and unavoidably attend 
the ſituation of young perſons there, 
have really been almoſt the ſame for 
near a century in all the principal ar- 
ticles; ſetting aſide that of tuition 
abovementioned, with the gradual i in- 
creaſe of the price of proviſions, and 
a few others, incidental to thoſe al- 
terations made in their habitation, 
dreſs, or diet; which they make in a 
great meaſure kw themſelves, and which 


are not ſo eaſily prevented. by others, as 


ſome may imagine: and therefore, if on 
the whole ſuch perſons ſpend A nood deal 


more now-a-days, than they did for- 
merly, 
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merly , (as in all probability they do) 
it muſt be owing, not ſo much to 
what they find there, as to what 
| they bring along with them; the 
faſhionable taſte that they acquired, 
and the expenſive ways that they wete 
uſed to, before their e into 
the univerſity, and which they are 
allowed freely to indulge during their 
receſs from thence; and is therefore 
abſolutely impoſſible to be entirely cor- 
rected when they continue there. The 
great law of faſbion, which rules all 
the world, will have its influence. 


there too in ſome degree; and the 
effects of luxury and high taſte intro- 
duce themſelves, and become preva- 
lent, as they have done in other parts 


of the nation, tho'. there perhaps the 
laſt, But it is ſome comfort, that they 
come unattended with that train of 
diſſoluteneſs, and groſs violation of ; 
decency and lobriety, which any been 


0 heretofore notorious. | 
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1 his Aude Auhof allows, that our 
„ univerſities preſerve an advantage over 
any foreign ſeminary of learning, by 
5 their collegiate diſcipline ; the regular 
= calls to chapel, and to publick meals; the 
gates ſhut at flated hours; officers ap- 
pointed, whoſe duty it is 70 inſpeci the 


publick morals of the youth, p. 7. but 


ſoon gives this up again, in faying 
that thoſe foreign ſeminaries are able 


to do full as well without it, by means 


of their profeſſors, who occupy all the | 


time of their Jouth, and ſecure them 


From idleneſs, p. 10. though how theſe 
ſame prefers are ſure of filling up 
their ſtudents time, ſo as to ſuperſede 
the neceſſity of ſuch collegiate diſci- 


Pline, better than our tutors can do 


with it; or how better care is like to 
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